
Update 44, July 6, 2019 

“ A little boy was leading his sister up a mountain path and the way was not easy. ‘Why 
this isn’t a path at all,’ the little girl complained, “It’s all rocky and bumpy.” And her 

brother replied,	
“Sure the bumps are what you climb on.”	

		
The bumps are what you climb on….and that is exactly what we did!  The bump of is this 
the war going to escalate or not?  The bump of getting so many folks across the country 
and back home again.  The bump of unknown weather.   The bumps of illness prior to camp. 
With God’s help, we climbed over those bumps and clung to His promises.  This is a very 
short update to say thank you for your prayers! 	
		
Our theme was - "God vs. your giants"  - definitely something everyone could relate 
to.  Fear, grief, disability, my 'I', addictions, betrayal, dashed hopes, injustice, 
depression, anger...the list is long.  These “giants” loom over us and sling doubt, 
discouragement and defeat our way.	
		
In the morning service we looked at God – who He is.  All present. All knowing.  All 
powerful. Holy. King of kings. Faithful. Love. Perfect Sacrifice. Victorious.  In short, we 
remembered (or heard for the first time) the characteristics of the one true living 
God.  During the small group times, there was a chance to discuss what that means for 
us.  For example, ‘If God is all knowing, is my situation a surprise to Him?”  Memorizing 
each day’s special verse, not only won you a Snickers bar, but also planted the Word of 
God in your heart.  Which in turn becomes a weapon – A truth to sly the lies.	
		
The goal was to help everyone respond as David did to Goliath. Not ignoring the giant, but 
rather running towards it. Not calculating the odds he had against someone 3 times his 
size, but rather truly estimating the smallness of this giant compared to the greatness of 
his God!  Not focusing on the hugeness of the problem, but rather looking up still higher 
and concentrating on who God is.  My giants fall when I begin to understand who God is. 
And, my choice to desire His Lordship in my life changes everything for good because God 
is only good.	
		
235 people attended our family camp; about 45% have not yet made God Lord of their 
life.   I would love to be able to write that a slew of folks came to Christ but that is the 
Holy Sprit’s work…not mine.  Yet, we defiantly felt God’s hand on us as we were blessed in 
so many ways.  From perfect weather, for the 1 serious medical emergency we had (very 
high blood pressure) we had the medical staff needed and good treatment from the 
nearby hospital, strong program, high level of involvement by those who attended camp, 
and, a great location and wonderful support from the camp administration. 	
		



Personally, the biggest blessing I witnessed was the friendships.  It was so cool to 
witness church members making friends with the special needs kids, watch the kids 
making friends with each other and see my friends (who I had invited to come and help 
from Lutsk, Kiev, Crimea) make friends with each other as well as the members of Grace 
Church & special needs families.  The spirit of friendship wove its way through the whole 
10 days and it was beautiful.	
		
Of course it felt good to have so many individuals come up and say ‘thank you’.  For more 
than the sun & the sea, they were grateful for the whole package they had received.  It 
was an honor to serve God and each of them.	
		
We’ve been home 7 days and in the morning, I leave for the next 2 camps.  These are our 
evangelistic camps for our special needs families.  The first group of 20 moms and their 
20 special needs children arrive at on the 7th of July and stay until the 13th. Then on the 
14th through the 21st , the program is repeated for a new group of 20 moms and 20 special 
needs kids.  These 2 camps are held about 1 hour away from where I live.  	
		
7 of the leadership folks from Family Camp will be also working at these camps and none 
us are fully rested.  So again, I am asking for your prayers…for - travel safety & health; 
wisdom & obedience; that the leadership team would clearly share & show the love of 
God; that heart’s would receive God for the first time and other’s would grow in their 
relationship with Christ; and above all, that God’s perfect will be done.	
		
Blessings, June 
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Camp theme - God vs. our giants Chris Malone drew it 
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